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Southwood Infant Schoolys biweekly publication for Parents, Teachers;, Governors and Friends:

Dear Parents,

This week has seen all our new children join Southwood and what a wonderful sight it is to see
their happy faces bounce and skip into school in the mornings. They have settled seamlessly
into their new classes. Our Year 1 and 2 children have enjoyed looking after them at lunchtimes
and lots of new friendships are being formed.
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Last Friday the school was full of kings, queens and knights as our Year 1 and 2 children
dressed to impress. It was a great start to their new topic.
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15t Place in Rushmoor and Bloom Competition

Congratulations to the Gardening Club who won a huge silver trophy for Best School Grounds
They were also highly commended for Gardening for the Future, Plantacious Pot and Edible
Patch. We won 2" prize for Grounds for Birds and 3" prize for our Royal Garden. We were
very pleased to receive £120 of Squire’s vouchers which the Gardenlng Club will use towards
our lovely grounds. \

Here are Jamie, Cole and Charlie
being presented with the cup and certificates.
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Thank you to Mrs Kinsella and Mrs Andrews
for running our Gardening Club and doing a
super job teaching our children the wonders
of growing and looking after plants in our
lovely school grounds.
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Curriculum Presentation

Thank you to the parents who attended our Curriculum Presentations this week. This was well
supported and hopefully really informative about the curriculum, assessment and expectations
for Year 1 and 2. If you were unable to attend you will find the presentation on the school’s
website under the curriculum tab.

Phonics and Reading meeting for Early Years Monday 15t October at 2.20pm

For parents of children entering Early Years there is a phonics/reading information session
which will give a fun but very necessary briefing on how to reinforce the taught phonic skills
children require in order to become successful readers. All early years’ parents welcome.

New Parents Presentation

We will be holding an information meeting for new parents on Tuesday 2" October at 2pm and
7pm. This is an opportunity for new parents who are considering sending their children to
Southwood in September 2019 to visit the school ask questions and meet the staff and
Governors. If you know of anyone who has a child due to start school next year please can you
let them know?

Harvest Festival

We are looking forward to our Harvest Festival celebrations on Friday 12" October. Just to
clarify that we will be holding two special assemblies on that day which parents are welcome to
attend. Our Year 1 and 2 children will perform at 2.15 pm and reception children at 9.15 am. We
hope you will be able to come along for our celebrations in the school hall where every class will
perform a poem or harvest song.

Please bring food donations to school by Friday 12" October. These will be donated to the
Farnborough Foodbank to help local people in crisis.
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Parents Consultation Evenings

Please book your consultation slot via the Parentmail on-line booking system which will go live
at 9am on Friday 28™ September. This is available through Parentmail or the link on our school
website.If you are unable to book on-line please phone the school office who will arrange an
appointment for you.

Tuesday 16" October 3.30 — 5.30pm
Wednesday 17" October 4 - 7pm

Attendance

As a school we are doing much better with attendance. However, can | please remind all
parents and carers of the need to be aware that Hampshire’s strict policy on attendance
remains in place. The local authority parental guidance states clearly that there are only 190
days per year on which children need to attend their school and that parents therefore have 175
days available within the year in which to take a family holiday.

A Head teacher’s discretion is very limited and leave for family time will only be considered for
exceptional circumstances. Exceptional is defined as rare, one off situations involving a crisis
or the need for compassionate leave. | will always be sensitive to this and will give consideration
to a family’s needs in such circumstances. In the case of our military families there are
occasions when repeated deployments prevent families from taking time away together during
the school holidays. The school would require written confirmation of this from a senior officer
(form available). Penalty notices will be issued if a pupil has 10 or more unauthorised sessions.
This will result in a £60 fine for each parent. As a headteacher, | really do not want to be fining
parents.

Playing on School Equipment

We have a number of children playing on the climbing frames, trim trial and Early Years
playground at the start and end of the day. Please can | remind parents and carers that this is
unauthorised use and the school will not accept any responsibility for injury. Children are
only allowed on this equipment when supervised within school hours by members of staff.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Colder Weather
As the weather is getting colder and more unpredictable, please can all the children come into
school with coats for play and lunch times. Thank you.

Sickness/diarrhoea

Please can we remind everyone that if your child is sick or has diarrhoea they must be away
from school for 48 hours, starting after the last episode of either. This is to ensure that we
minimise the spread of the bugs and give the children time to fully recover.

Data Collection Sheets — Year 1 and Year 2 Children

The Data Collection and medical conditions forms were sent home in a sealed envelope last
week. If you have not yet returned yours, please do so by the end of next week. This will
ensure that all contact and medical information which we hold for your child is up to date.

Rushmoor Community Lottery

| am very pleased to tell you that one of our supporters (Mrs S from Farnborough) won a £25
prize in last week’s draw. Congratulations Mrs S whoever you are!

You can support our school and our fundraising efforts through the Rushmoor Community
Lottery. This is currently raising approximately £36 per month for us, which is amazing. Please
see the flyers attached. Many thanks as always for your support.
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Yours sincerely,

Wendy Southgate
Headteacher

September

Thursday 27" September

| KS1 Trip to Windsor Castle

October

Monday 15t October

Early Years Phonic Presentation 2.20pm

Tuesday 2" October

New arents (2019 intake) Presentation 2pm &

7pm
Friday 12" October Harvest Festival Assemblies YR —9.15 am /
KS1-2.15pm

Tuesday 16" October

Parents evening 3.30 - 5.30pm

Wednesday 17" October

Parents evening 4 — 7pm

Monday 22" — Friday 26™" Half term

Monday 29" October

| INSET DAY school closed to children

November

Friday 9" November

| Individual school photographs

December

Wednesday 12" December

Year 1 Nativity Play 9.15am

Friday 14" December

Year R Nativity Play 9.15am

Tuesday 18" December

Year 2 Music Evening 6pm
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Southwood Awards
14" September 2018

4 N

Headteacher ds A waorkd

LexiB-For fantastic counting and identification
Michael I 9 For brilliant ideas and understanding of imperative verbs (commands)
CharlieW 60For independently writing about the Queen

\_ /

Good Neighbour Award

Sophie F & For always thinking about others before herself and being super polite and helpful
Isaac M & For trying hard to follow the ~ Golden Rules and ignore distraction
Sebastian W & For being a great positive role model since school has started

Lunchtime Mega Stars

for super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime

Ethan W Yusha A Elsie B
Daisy H Eva H
Sophie F

Excellence- Respect- Enjoyment




Southwood Awards
21st September 2018

4 N

Headteacher ds A waorkd

Ethan P & For lovely counting and number recognition
Poppy H & For creating a beautiful balloon and explaining this to the class confidently
Max W & For trying really hard in Maths this week and representing numbers correctly on a number line
Cole F ¢ For trying really hard with his writing
Joseph W @ Filling house point sheet by doing fantastic work all week

\_ /

Good Neighbour Award

Megan F & For following all the rules and for being a great help tidying up

Cameron Padeyd For following all the golden rules especially good listening

Ethan W 9 For always making the right choice and being helpful to others in the classro om
Evie RusselloFor al ways foll owing golden rules and s
Bailey T - For being a positive role model and helping a new member of the class to be a good Red
Class pupil

Lunchtime Mega Stars

for super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Isabelle R Charlie W Niamh R

Sophie W Maxwell H
Jessica D Jake E
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