Newsletter

13th November 2020

Southwood Infant School
Upcoming Events
Dear Parents,
As the nation locks itself down for a second time, let’s take time to
remember how lucky we are to have our school open. Thank
goodness the children are able to enjoy playing with their friends
and follow their daily school routines. As much as we all love
Tapestry, I am sure that everyone could not be happier to still be
able to have real life teaching and learning. Thank you for
continuing to trust that we will keep doing our best to keep your
children safe and stay open.
Thank you to everyone for your cheerful compliance with our new
safety measures this week, especially with wearing a face
coverings on site. Thankfully, we have not had any positive cases
in school, however there are a number of children isolating at
home due to family members contracting the virus. We wish them
all a speedy and full recovery.
I would also like to give personal thanks to all the Southwood staff
who continue to put education first. Every one of them continues
to work exceptionally hard even when faced with adversity.
Teaching in ‘COVID Times’ is very different and it is easy to forget
that behind every smiling face at the school door is a human
being with the same worries, questions and uncertainties as
everyone else. Thank you to each and every one of them for
putting Southwood first and continuing to give nothing but their
very best. I could not ask for more.

Check out MindEd for
families - a wealth of
information, including
how to help with
parenting, managing
anxiety and also school
refusal. Highly
recommended!
https://mindedforfamilies.
org.uk/young-people/
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Monday 7th December
All year group’s nativity plays
Friday 11th December
Christmas Fun Run
Monday 14th December
Flu Immunisations
Tuesday 15th December
Christmas Lunch and
Christmas jumper day
Wednesday 16th December
Class Christmas Parties and
Pantomime
Thursday 17th December
End of term we finish at
1.15pm
Monday 4th January
INSET DAY – school is closed
Tuesday 5th January
First day of spring term

We had a very different parent’s consultation this year using video technology. Thank you to all the
parents who attended these virtual meetings with teachers.
Reading at Home
Please support your child with their reading at home. Daily reading practice at home with you, in
partnership with our group, individual and class reading at school, really is a winning
combination. Please remember to write a comment in the reading diary when you read with your
child and fill in a star on the back page. These support our reading challenge awards. You do not
need to read the book in one go – you may choose to focus just on one page e.g. discuss the
pictures; look at the expressions of the characters – what might they be feeling? what could they be
saying?; play I spy to find the smallest details in the pictures; find all the things beginning with a
particular sound; pick a simple object in the picture and create a rhyming string e.g. cat – mat, sat,
fat, rat, bat etc.. These are all activities which encourage your child to use the book for clues to
support their reading.
Supporting Maths at Home
Mrs Kinsella, our Maths Leader, has produced a very informative video on how you can support
mental fluency in numbers. This will be posted shortly on our website under the parent’s tab - help at
home - maths. There are also parent booklets for all three-year groups which give you the end of
year maths expectations and useful questions you can ask.
Rangoli and Mehndi Patterns
This week in Year R the children have been learning all about the Diwali Story. They had great fun
acting out the story of Rama and Sita and creating their own beautiful Mehndi patterns on their
hands.

Poppy Art in Year 2
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This week the Year 1’s had a
wonderful time in the Woodland
Walk looking for signs of seasonal
change in their science lesson.

Pyjama Day
We raised an amazing £285 for our Pyjama Day last Friday and some of this will go towards a
Christmas pantomime treat for all the children on Wednesday 16th December when we will watch
Cinderella live online. Thank you for all the donations. We thoroughly enjoyed being dressed in our
Pjams and slippers and there was certainly a different feel to the school as we enjoyed admiring all
the different and wonderful nightwear.

Excellence, Respect, Enjoyment

Book Bag Toys
Please can we ask parents to remove all small soft toys from book bags. Bulky bags do not fit into
trays and do not comply with current Covid hygiene guidelines. Thank you.
Defibrillator
Thank you to Mrs Padday who has secured a defibrillator for the school which has been kindly
donated by the Hogg Robinson Group. This will be located in our medical room.

Christmas DVD Drawing Competition
Don’t forget the Christmas Nativity DVD competition for KS1 children. First prize is a £15 W.H
Smith voucher. Please draw on A4 portrait and use plenty of colour. Please make sure it is a
traditional nativity scene as this will be the cover for our Christmas play DVD. This is being judged
by our school governors on 27th November so all entries must be in by Monday 23rd to allow for
quarantine.

Christmas Box Appeal
Thank you to everyone who supported our
Christmas box appeal. Your donations help
vulnerable families in South East Europe and
I am sure will bring a lot of joy to many
children this year.

Thank You
Thank you so much to those parents who have ordered resources for our school through our
Amazon Wish list. We have received toilet rolls, pencils, rubbers, felt tip pens, post it notes and
laminating pouches. We are very grateful for your support – it is much appreciated by the staff,
children and governors. Your donations will help to alleviate the pressure on our very tight school
budget.
If you would like to donate, just paste in the following link. We have recently up dated this list
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2STJ1M9QLK5XO?ref_=wl_share
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Applying for a Junior School Place (Year 3)
If your child is in Year 2 and attends an infant school (not a primary school), you should apply for a
Year 3 place at a junior school for September 2021.
Admission is now open until 15th January 2021.
Please go to: https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year3

Starting School in September 2021
If you have a child due to start school in
September please take a look at our virtual
school tour and presentation slides. These are
available on our school website
https://southwoodinfantschool.co.uk/ under
the “starting school” tab.
Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions we are
unable to give parent tours at the moment. However,
please phone the office to book a virtual discussion
with the Headteacher who will be able to answer all
your questions.

FSIS News
After their recent teams meeting the FSIS are well underway with plans for some very different Covid
safe fundraisers for the next few terms. As a school we are hugely appreciative of our parents’
support and generosity. Every penny raised is spent on the children and this year it is even more
important to give our children that extra support. We are aware that times are difficult at the moment
so please do not feel pressurised to support every event.
Unfortunately, their big money raiser, the Christmas Fayre, will not be able to take place this year but
we hope you will support the school by taking part in some other Covid safe events.
Events coming soon include;




A family Covid safe Christmas trail around Southwood
Christmas Eve hampers
Children’s sponsored Christmas fun run

The FSIS team are an energetic and dedicated bunch of parents who have a wealth of expertise and
experience. However there are always spaces for more helpers so please get in contact with one of
the team if you can offer some time and support.
The FSIS notice board is situated on the Early Years shed by the Early Years playground gate.
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Christmas is Coming!
Christmas Plays
Unfortunately, we will not be able to invite our parents to our usual amazing Christmas
performances this year. It is heart breaking. This is due to the restrictions around social distancing,
large gatherings and limitations on singing which have been put in place in schools.
However, the children will take part in a Christmas play, act out parts and perform dances – the
show must go on. We are planning to film each year’s performance and professionally produce a
DVD which will be available to purchase as a keepsake.
Sadly there will be no Christmas post box this year as we are unable to deliver children’s Christmas
cards.
Christmas Lunch
Our special whole school Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 15th December. We have decided to
run this as a Christmas jumper mufti day.
Christmas Parties
Christmas parties will take place on the afternoon of Wednesday 16th December. Children are
welcome to wear their party clothes on this day. We will provide a few nibbles and drinks as well as
plenty of Christmas games and dancing.
Christmas Fun Run
The children will take part in a sponsored Christmas Fun Run around the school on Friday 11th
December. They will run in their bubbles at different times of the day. We will try and take lots of
photos and videos so you can share their excitement and achievements at home. Sorry no
spectators or cheerleaders allowed this year.
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NOTICEBOARD

AND

QUICKREADS
SHOUT OUT FOR PE!

CLOTHING
It is now cold and often wet.
Please make sure that your child
has a waterproof coat with a hood
EVERY day in school.

Please make sure that your child has
their outside, winter PE kit at school:




Plain black/grey joggers/sports
leggings/shorts
Plain white t-shirt
Trainers or plimsoles

School uniform must be worn.
Please make sure that your child
wears school shoes NOT trainers.

STAYING SAFE
RECYCLING OLD UNIFORM
This is a great way of reusing and recycling
uniform and raising money for the school. If
you have any uniform to donate, please wash
it and send it into school via your class. The
uniform will then be kept aside for a week
before being added to our stocks.
Please email
s.taylor@southwood.hants.sch.uk and let her
know what you need.
All we ask is a small donation for the items
which will go to our FSIS (Friends of
Southwood Infant School).

 Wash hands before school
 No personal belongings from
home
 Keep to your drop off/
collection time
 Keep social distance and do
not congregate
 DO not send your child to
school if they are unwell
If your child is unwell, phone on
the first day of absence.

Best Wishes,
Wendy Southgate
Headteacher
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Southwood Awards
6th November 2020

Headteacher’s Award for Good Work
Jake Hayhoe – For fantastic multiplication in Maths.
Jamie Richardson – For excellent counting in 2’s.

Good Neighbour Award
Rory Bell – For improving behaviour in the classroom and being a superstar
helper.
Jake Astbury – For brilliant listening and making a good effort.

Lunchtime Mega Stars
For super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Freya B
Jaden C
Mollie E
Max B

George H

James S
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Southwood Awards
13th November 2020
Headteacher’s Award for Good Work
Zack Martin-Way – For Wonderful Diwali story writing.
Mia Williams – For super effort when using her phonics to write her Diwali story.

Good Neighbour Award
Alba Kemp – For being a kind friend
Amber Hill – For being a fantastic role model in Caterpillars.

Lunchtime Mega Stars
For super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Reuben W

Olive H

Zack M-W

Elise H

Mollie R-C

Chloe R
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