Newsletter

13th December 2020

Southwood Infant School
Upcoming Events

Dear Parents,
We are nearing the end of 2020 and what a year we have all
experienced! It may seem dark and dreary outside but that’s just
the weather and we all know that weather changes and the blue
skies will move in. Southwood has been a very happy school this
term and the children have all kept our school motto alive.
Excellence, Respect and Enjoyment, have certainly been
realised in much of the work the school is doing.
All we need to do now is make sure that we continue to keep to
the National and school rules so that we can all enjoy a happy
and safe Christmas with our families. Please keep doing what we
need to all do to keep safe. We have been incredibly fortunate to
have remained fully open all term and as we approach the end of
term none of us want to be closing bubbles and having to isolate
over the Christmas holidays. I know the run up to Christmas is
going to be increasingly tense, and the thought that this could be
jeopardised on the last few days is too awful to contemplate.
Public Health England have asked school leaders to remain
contactable for a 6 day window after the final day of teaching to
assist with contact tracing where necessary. This will allow
enough time for positive coronavirus cases to be identified and
confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts in the education
setting to be traced. If your child has a positive test over the
holiday period please email me at
headteacher@southwood.hants.sch.uk

Tuesday 15th December
Christmas lunch
Wear Christmas Jumper
Wednesday 16th December
Class Christmas Parties and
Pantomime
Wear party clothes
Thursday 17th December
End of term we finish at;
Year 2 - 1.10pm
Year 1 - 1.20pm
Year R - 1.30pm
Monday 4th January 2021
INSET DAY – school is
closed
Get Active running holiday
camp this day
Tuesday 5th January
First day of spring term

The school governors have been busy this term; although they have not been able to make school
visits, they have taken part in lots of virtual monitoring and discussions. Please take time to read
their separate newsletter which outlines some of the important work they do in school.
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Staff Changes
It is with much sadness that we will be saying goodbye to Lawrence, our caretaker, at the end of the
year. He will be taking on more hours at St Peters Junior School. Lawrence has worked tirelessly at
Southwood for the last five years and we will all miss him.
We are delighted to welcome Mr Glenn Lomax who will be taking on the role in the New Year.
From the 11th January we will be welcoming two student teachers from Winchester University, Miss
Dawson and Miss Rawlings. They will be working alongside Miss Park and Mrs Newman in
Reception; supporting small groups of children, team teaching and joint marking. We are pleased
that we have been asked to train the next generation of teachers. Our students will of course be
following the latest Public Health England and government guidelines while working in school.
Help is at Hand
Life is not always easy and there are times that we all need a helping hand to just get by. Our
thanks go to Marcus Rashford and all that he did to help people to realise that hunger does not stop
in the holidays.
If your child is eligible for free school meals, you will receive food vouchers for the Christmas period.
Remember that you can check if you are eligible for Free School Meals and holiday vouchers. Just
go to https://www.gov.uk/ apply-free-school-meals
If you are facing money worries you can access the UBenefit service from Citizens Advice
Hampshire who can help you to get your finances straight. Book your personal telephone or video
support call and find tips and tools at https://workoutyourmoney.org.uk/community/ubenefit/
Help to Claim advisers can help you with the early stages of a Universal Credit claim.
Available 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday through the free Help to Claim phone service.
Telephone: 0800 1448 444 www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/contact-us/helpto-claim
Starting School in 2021 or Moving on up to Junior School?
Don’t forget the closing date for applications is 15th January 2021 - don’t be late and don’t miss out!
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions
Thank you
A huge thank you to Mr Barnett (George’s dad) and the kick boxing club, Little Warriors, who have
kindly donated a whopping £195 to the school.
Thank you also to Mr Hoare (Mireya’s dad) who, through his connections with Vodafone, pointed us
in the right direction to apply for some SIM cards, giving free data. This will help our children to
continue to work at home, despite any Covid-19 restrictions.
We also want to extend our thanks and appreciation to FSIS who have worked tirelessly to support
the school through organising Christmas cards, Christmas Eve hampers and the Sparkle trail.
Thank you to everyone who has supported them and the school. All the money raised goes directly
to the children and supports enriching their educational experiences.
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KS1 Playground
The lunchtime supervisors have asked if the Key Stage 1 children can have some new and different
play equipment. We have applied for a grant to support us with some things but you may be able to
help with some donations for a construction area.
Do you have any of the following we could use; crates and smooth decking planks
Christmas Performances
What a busy few weeks in school we have all had, with Christmas performances and a sponsored
run and Christmas lunch and parties to look forward to next week.
We hope you all enjoy the wonderful Christmas performances on DVD this year. It was a real delight
to watch the children who all looked amazing, dressed in their nativity costumes. Well done to
everyone for working so hard and a big thank you to all the teachers and parents for helping the
children learn their lines and practise their dances and percussion compositions. We have had a
sneak preview today of all three performances and they are brilliant. They will be ready next week
before we break up for Christmas.

After School Clubs
We have taken the decision not to run any extra curricula clubs after school next half term. We will
review the position just before the half term break when we will have a clearer picture about
infection rates and the risks.
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And finally … our sponsored fun run was certainly fun
We really did enjoy our morning. Thank you to everyone who supported our sponsored run today.
The children’s faces say it all! They all ran their hearts out and we certainly have some budding
athletes at Southwood!

As soon as I have the grand total raised I will let you know. Thank you to Mr Hoare who did the
technical live stream for us and allowed you to watch all the children’s super efforts.
Here are just some of your comments:
“Really enjoyed watching it, thank you for
streaming this for us.”
“Loved watching it – didn’t they do well.”
“Thank you so happy to have watched them all.
They did brilliantly.”
“Thank you so much it was so lovely to watch
them.”
“Great job team, especially Dazza – fab to
be able to watch with a cuppa!
Loved the group wave at the end.”
“It is great to see and watch the children do
and receive their medals.”
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A reminder that school will be finishing on Thursday 17th December. Please ensure your
child is collected at their staggered pick up times. We re-open on Tuesday 5th January.
And finally… on behalf of all the staff and governors I would like to wish you and your families a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Yours sincerely,
Wendy Southgate
Headteacher

Excellence – Respect - Enjoyment

Southwood Awards
04th December 2020
Headteacher’s Award for Good Work
Lenny W – For wonderful story writing about the Nativity.
Mireya H – For an amazing Christmas story and trying so hard with her reading and
writing.

Good Neighbour Award
Phoebe D – For always trying her best.
Harry R – For trying so hard to follow the golden rules, especially tidying,
listening on the carpet and trying his best with writing.

Lunchtime Mega Stars
For super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Phoebe D
Klay C
Sam J
Magnusz K-J

Cecilia P

Florentina P
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Southwood Awards
11th December 2020

Headteacher’s Award for Good Work
There were no awards this week

Good Neighbour Award
There were no awards today

Lunchtime Mega Stars
For super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Harry Cu
Elsie W
Nelani C
Harry Co

Poppy H

David I
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