Newsletter

25th June 2021

Southwood Infant School
Upcoming Events
Thursday 1st July
Transition Day

Dear Parents,
The 21st of June was in our sights, so close, but has sadly been
whipped away by the Delta variant.

Friday 9th July
Mufti Day
Children’s End of Year
Reports

So what does this mean for us at Southwood?
 Teaching continues as normal with the same health and
safety measures - sanitisers still rule!
Thursday 15th July
 Face masks remain for all visitors on site including at
Sports Morning in year group
staggered drop off and collection times
bubbles
 All Southwood restrictions and protective measures stay in
place
Friday 23rd July
 Our Sports Day will go ahead in an altered fashion but will
Last day of year school closes
unfortunately not include any spectators. Instead, we will take
at 1.15pm
lots of photographs and videos and put them on Tapestry for
you to enjoy. The most important thing is that the children
take part in their year group bubbles and experience some fun, competitive races and sporting
activities.
 We will be holding a Leavers Assembly for our Year 2 children on Thursday 22nd July which we
hope to live stream to our Year 2 parents.
 The FSIS Summer Fayre has been cancelled.
 Although most of our Year 2’s will not be visiting their junior schools on Thursday 1st July for
transition visits, we will be using this morning for the Year R and 1 children to visit their new
classes and met their new teachers. We have plans in place for our Year 2’s.
I know we are all relaxing a little more but a few words of caution from me as we near the end of the
year. I had to send a member of staff home yesterday to isolate because they have been in close
contact with a positive case and there have been a number of schools near to us closing bubbles.
Please remain vigilant and practise social distancing. We only have 4 weeks left and we want to
ensure that all children are able to have an ‘end of term’ this year where they say good bye and are
ready to transition on to their next year group.
Thank You – School Discos
“Just a quick note to say thank you to all of the wonderful staff for making tonight such a
brilliant one for the Southwood pupils - it was amazing and it has really made it for the kids
(and their parents!) Very happy children left your school tonight and it was an absolute joy to
see.”
The children rocked and partied last night at their year group discos. Thank you to all those staff who
stayed and supervised this lovely event. It certainly was an evening to remember and a great
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atmosphere having it outside. A big Thank you also to FSIS for supplying all the refreshments and
dance prizes.
It’s Transition Time!
Please look out for a letter on Monday 28th June which will explain our class organisation and
staffing arrangements for next year. This will be sent out via Parentmail. Year R and Year 1 will
bring home a letter on Thursday 1st July informing you who their new teacher is and what class they
will be in. A lot of thought and consideration goes into deciding classes, including; achieving a good
balance of gender, ability levels, special educational needs and behavior, as well as taking account
of the children’s choices with regards to friendships.
We will also be holding extra slots for the children to visit their new class on Thursday 8th and
Tuesday 13th July. Teachers will also upload on to Tapestry a short video to introduce themselves to
their new class.
Library
Please can those of you who have not returned library books this week ensure they are returned by
the end of next week. We have 25 books outstanding! Letters asking for reimbursements of the cost
of unreturned books will be issued. Thank you.
We are all very excited about our new library installation happening on the 13 th and 14th July.
All electrical, Wi-Fi and internet ports have been fitted. The partitions will be removed on Friday 2nd
July and a new carpet will be fitted the week after. Many thanks again to Cala Homes for supporting
this project and to Flint and Flint Flooring who are supplying us with a free carpet.
This project could not have happened without a substantial donation from FSIS and two other grants
secured by the school. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to raising the funds for this.
The school is committed to providing a high quality learning environment for all the children to enjoy.
As well as a new open plan library, our plans include a new reception desk and IT resource area.
This will completely transform the entrance to our school, giving visitors a lovely first impression
which says we are a school of learning and we place high importance on a love of books and
reading.
Giant Sing-a-Long
The children sang their hearts out for our whole school sing a long last week.
We Will Rock You and You’ve got a Friend in me were posted on all children’s Tapestry last
week. Please take a peek.

Rocksteady Music Lessons
The children and their bands have been working super hard over the past few weeks in their
Rocksteady lessons to get their song ready to be filmed for their concert video at the end of this
term.
In order for your child to take part in the awesome concert video, please look out for an email from
Rocksteady explaining how this will be done and asking for parental permission. Rocksteady will be
filming in the coming weeks and once the performance is filmed you will be able to watch it online
and celebrate the amazing musical things they have achieved. Please direct all enquires through
Rocksteady.
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Titanic Day
Year 1 and 2 went back in time on Monday to 1912 when they enjoyed a dressing up day to launch
their Titanic topic. The children explored a trunk of luggage and had to deduce who the owner was
and where they were travelling.
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Snail Race
Ready, steady, slow …. Such a fun way to get up close to nature. Year R enjoyed picking a snail
and cheering it on. Who needs Royal Ascot!

This week Year R have been learning all about butterflies and caterpillars. They have written and
drawn some super life cycles and learnt all about symmetry.
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School Reports
Teachers have been busy finalising end of year reports which will be sent to you via Parentmail on
Friday 9th July. This system saves a huge amount of paper and is the recommended way to share
reports by the Department for Education. If you would like a hard copy please get in touch with the
school office adminoffice@southwood.hants.sch.uk
The reports will give you an overview of your child’s achievements this year, as well as some targets
for what they need to work on next. I hope that you find them informative, and that you enjoy the
opportunity to celebrate the progress made in what has been a very difficult and disrupted year.
In response to the Covid -19 pandemic and following the cancellation of the summer 2021 National
Curriculum assessments, the Department for Education removed the requirement to report
attainment outcomes. However, for Year 1 and 2 we have robustly assessed children against
Hampshire’s descriptors in reading, writing and maths. The term “minimum sufficiency” describes
the minimum skills and knowledge that children will need to access their next year’s curriculum.
In Early Years we have assessed against the Early Years Profile even though this is not statutory.
Saying Goodbye
We are sad to be saying good bye to Miss Rowan who will be leaving us on Wednesday 30th June
after 10 weeks working in Cool Caterpillars. We think she will make a wonderful teacher and wish
her all the best in the future.
Summer Camp
Get Active will be running for the first 2 weeks of the summer holidays from 26th July through to 6th
August, 8am – 6pm
They will also be open on Friday 23rd July, our last school day, from 1.15pm – 4pm.
Breakfast and After School Club at Southwood Infant School
Prices & Times
Breakfast Club 7:30am - 8:40am - Breakfast included - £5.50 per day
Afterschool Club Short Session 3pm - 4:30pm - Includes a small snack - £7.00 per day
Afterschool Club Long Session 3pm - 6pm - Includes cold meal - £12.95 per day
All children will be grouped into social bubbles of 15, to comply with Covid-19 restrictions.
FSIS
Look out for a letter from FSIS about a planned Mufti day on Friday 9th July.
Inset Days
Monday 1st November 2021
Friday 17th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 28th February 2022
Thursday 5th May 2022 (polling day)
In the autumn term, school will re-open on Thursday 2nd September.
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And finally…
If you didn’t manage to get down to Winchester Cathedral to see the climate change forest, you may
like to watch Hampshire County Council’s video showing the trees.
https://fb.watch/6laLkqEacH/

Stay Safe and Best Wishes,
Wendy Southgate
Hedateacher
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Southwood Awards
18th June 2021
Headteacher’s Award for Good Work
Danny B – For fantastic javelin throwing
Eli P – For his amazing maths and great participation in phonics

Good Neighbour Award
Neave B – For always being one step ahead and a fantastic role model
Deanna M – For always being a kind and caring friend.

Lunchtime Mega Stars
For super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Iona A
Rex H

Eva B
James M

Millie W
Eli P
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Southwood Awards
25th June 2021
Headteacher’s Award for Good Work
Olive H – For making a fantastic butterfly
Magnusz KJ – For a fantastic butterfly life cycle

Good Neighbour Award
Zack MW – For working hard
Mia – For being a super role model

Lunchtime Mega Stars
For super manners, eating well and good behaviour in the playground at lunchtime
Noah D
Blake A

Ellie M
Jack E
Matthew M
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Erin T
Lizzie S

